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Chad’s army waged fierce battles on Friday against rebel troops headed for the country’s capital, Ndjamena, where they are seeking to force the president, Idriss Déby, to share power or step down. 

A column of 300 rebel vehicles has descended on Ndjamena from the northeast. The rebels claimed on a Web site to have the capital surrounded and to have destroyed two government attack helicopters, but it was impossible to independently verify these claims. 

France, the former colonial power and a deeply influential ally of Mr. Déby, will as a precaution move 150 troops from a base in nearby Gabon to join the 1,100 troops it has long maintained in Chad, French military officials said. France has provided logistical and intelligence support in the past when the Chadian government has faced such difficulties.

Tensions have been rising between Chad and Sudan, which share a porous border along the war-ravaged Sudanese region of Darfur. Chad accuses Sudan of arming rebels seeking to overthrow Mr. Déby, who has ruled Chad since he took over in a military putsch in 1990. 

Sudan, meanwhile, accuses Chad of harboring and helping the Sudanese rebels who have been fighting the government and its allied militias in Darfur, a conflict that has killed at least 200,000 people, displaced more than two million and destabilized one of the poorest and most fragile regions in the world. 

Darfur rebels, many of whose leaders share clan links with Mr. Déby, operate with complete freedom in the vast, arid borderlands between the countries. 

The latest violence in Chad has forced the postponement of the deployment of a 3,700-member European Union force aimed at stabilizing the tense borders between Chad, Sudan and the Central African Republic, Reuters reported a spokesman for the force in Brussels as saying. 

Speaking to journalists at an African Union meeting in Ethiopia on Thursday, Ban Ki-moon, the United Nations secretary general, warned that tensions in the region were escalating, and urged Chad and Sudan to refrain from cross-border attacks. 

“These developments are extremely dangerous and could lead to an escalation of the conflict,” Mr. Ban said.

It was unclear Friday how close the rebel troops had come to Ndjamena. In April 2006, a column of rebel soldiers attacked the capital, but were quickly routed. Many businesses, embassies and schools were closed Friday, and the streets were whisper quiet. Cellphone networks were shut down, making communication all but impossible. 

Chad is one of Africa’s most unstable nations, its history a litany of military coups, foreign incursions and brutal dictatorship. Mr. Déby seized power in 1990 from Hissène Habré, who is suspected of murdering and torturing tens of thousands of people during his eight-year rule. 

Mr. Déby planned his insurgency while living in Darfur, just as Mr. Habré before him seized power from a base in Darfur. 

Mr. Déby was re-elected president in 2006 after pushing through a constitutional amendment to lift a two-term limit. Opposition politicians boycotted the election.
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