Chad, Sudan ready to try reconciliation 
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The United Nations Security Council received assurances from Chad and Sudan that they will try to reconcile following last month's rebel attack on Sudan's capital that Khartoum blamed on Chad, France's ambassador to the U.N. said Friday.

Diplomats from the 15 council nations expected to meet Chadian President Idriss Deby, but Ambassador Jean-Maurice Ripert said Deby had "an unforseeable trip" to Libya. Chadian officials said Deby returned here Friday night, but the council is leaving Saturday morning for Congo.

"Our hope is that both Khartoum and N'Djamena will do what they are saying they are willing to do," said Ripert, who is leading the council trip. He spoke after meeting with Chadian Prime Minister Youssouf Saleh Abbas and other ministers.

Sudan broke diplomatic relations with Chad last month, blaming its government for backing rebels from the Darfur-based Justice and Equality Movement who attacked near the Sudanese capital. Chad in turn closed its border with Sudan and halted bilateral trade.

Ripert had earlier told reporters that the council was visiting Chad "to plead like we have done in Khartoum in favor of reconciliation between Chad and Sudan."

The council wants the Chadians and Sudanese to keep commitments made in a March peace accord with Sudan signed in Dakar, Senegal, Ripert said. The agreement — brokered after mediation from Libya and Congo and reconciliation efforts from the African Union's new commission chairman, Jean Ping — is aimed at ensuring rebel groups from each country cannot use the neighboring country as a staging ground for incursions.

Sudan and Chad regularly trade accusations that the other is supporting its rebel foes. Analysts say each country supports rebels hostile to the other.

Chad has accused Sudan of supporting rebels that attacked the Chadian capital twice in the past two years.

Ripert said he had received assurances from both sides of their willingness to reconcile and that Chad has agreed to participate in a June 9 meeting in Brazzaville in Congo with the follow-up committee on the Dakar agreement. Sudan has not made a commitment.

Britain's U.N. Ambassador John Sawers said: "It's good that Chad's government is willing to engage in the Brazzaville process: We would obviously want the Sudanese government to do so too."

U.S. deputy ambassador Alejandro Wolff said: "I came away with a sense that the government of Chad is committed to this effort of dialogue."

Chad has suffered serious effects from the spillover of Darfur's five-year conflict, just across the border.

Refugees and aid workers in eastern Chad on Friday told council members that their biggest worries are insecurity and banditry, which have been on the rise in the area for months.

Eastern Chad is temporary home to some 300,000 refugees who have fled the Darfur conflict. The region also has camps for 187,000 Chadians displaced by fighting both locally and in Darfur.

The European Union is deploying 3,700 troops, including 2,200 French soldiers, in a new EU battalion to help protect civilians from the violence.

A new U.N. mission in Chad and neighboring Central African Republic will train police to maintain law and order in refugee camps and key towns, and promote human rights and the rule of law.

Copyright © 2008 The Associated Press

