Chad Capital Under Curfew Days After Coup Effort Failed 
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The bodies of three men lay in the back of a pickup truck in Ndjamena on Thursday. 

NDJAMENA, Chad — The government imposed a dusk-to-dawn curfew across much of Chad on Thursday even as life in the capital returned to something resembling normal and fears of a new rebel attack faded several days after a coup attempt nearly toppled the president. 

In an interview with the radio station Europe 1, President Idriss Déby asked that a European peacekeeping force, planned for eastern Chad but delayed by the rebel attack, be deployed as soon as possible to protect refugees living along the porous border with the volatile Darfur region of Sudan. 

Mr. Déby also said he was prepared to pardon the French aid workers sentenced to eight years of hard labor for trying last year to fly more than 100 children out of eastern Chad. The aid workers said the children were Darfur orphans, but they were in fact mostly Chadians who had been living with family members. The case caused an uproar in Chad and France and damaged normally close relations between the countries. 

But any breach was clearly healed by France’s firm commitment in recent days to help Mr. Déby fend off rebel attacks. And the decision to pardon the workers, whose actions prompted anti-French riots in Chad, was surely connected to France’s renewed pledges to defend his government, analysts said. 

Ndjamena, the capital, slowly came to life Thursday, as the shops on Charles de Gaulle Avenue, the main thoroughfare, began to reopen and merchants set out stacks of canned fish, bottled water and powdered milk to sell to the growing crowd of people who braved the streets. 

“So much has been destroyed, but we need to make a living somehow,” said Abubakar Hamid, a carpet seller who was dusting off his knockoff Persian rugs and draping them across the front door of his shop. “I am just glad the fighting is over.” 

By afternoon something resembling a traffic jam had occurred near the central market, a bottleneck of cars, bicycles and mopeds piled high with Chadians trying to stock their pantries, which had been depleted when three days of gun battles kept most people locked in their homes. 

The rebel groups that attacked the city last weekend issued a statement on Thursday sharply criticizing France’s pledge to help Mr. Déby and denying any link to the Sudanese government. Mr. Déby has repeatedly tied the rebels to Sudan, where they are based. Many analysts and diplomats say Sudan is supplying them with weapons. 

“France knows very well there is no foreign aggression against Déby’s regime,” a rebel spokesman, Abderaman Koulamallah, said in the statement, posted on a rebel Web site. “It is the Chadian people who have raised an armed opposition against a corrupt and dictatorial regime installed and kept in power by France.” 

But unlike previous statements, this one made no mention of future attacks, leading Chadian and French military officials to conclude that the force had been routed for now. 

Aid groups working to feed and shelter tens of thousands of Darfur refugees and displaced Chadians in eastern Chad said that their supplies were dwindling because flights carrying medicine and other necessities had been halted. 

Save the Children called for safe passage to bring in supplies. Aid organizations also struggled to tend to tens of thousands of Chadians who had poured into neighboring Cameroon and Nigeria. While some people have already returned to Chad since the fighting ended Tuesday, many have remained as refugees in difficult conditions. 
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