Rebels Kill at Least 620 in Congo, Groups Say 
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DAKAR, Senegal (AP) — Ugandan rebels in eastern Congo have ruthlessly killed at least 620 people in the past month, human rights groups said over the weekend.

The Uganda rebel group, the Lord’s Resistance Army, hacked to death villagers in its path as it fled a multinational military offensive aimed at driving it out of northeastern Congo. In December, it appeared that the rebels had killed nearly 200 people.

The significantly higher figure comes from a two-week mission to the region by the New York-based group Human Rights Watch and the Congolese rights group Justice Plus.

In a statement, Human Rights Watch said that many of the attacks appeared to have been premeditated and that victims’ skulls had been crushed with wooden bats and axes.

In the village of Batande on Dec. 25, rebels killed the men and boys with blows to the head and raped women and girls before crushing their skulls, the statement said. Some 80 people died. The rebels then “ate the Christmas feast the villagers had prepared, and then slept among the dead bodies,” the statement said.

There were simultaneous attacks near the Sudan border, Human Rights Watch said.

But the violence has continued, it said. From Jan. 8 to 11, rebels killed 86 people in the towns of Sambia, Akua and Tomate.

“Hundreds of people have been slaughtered and this just goes on,” said Joel Bisubu of Justice Plus. “We need food and medical supplies for the injured, but even more, we need protection.”

The Catholic charity Caritas has said more than 400 people have been killed in the massacres, and the United Nations has put the toll around 500.
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