Letter to the Editor: A Witness to Genocide Sees Another African Horror 
August 11, 2009 
Paul Rusesabagina
To the Editor:

Your harrowing article about rape as a tool of war in Congo (“Latest Tragic Symbol of an Unhealed Congo: Male Rape Victims,” front page, Aug. 5) rightly points out Rwanda’s culpability for violence and atrocities in a country it has repeatedly invaded. As a December 2008 United Nations report showed, Rwanda has been waging a horrific proxy war in Congo, where more than five million have died. 

I saw firsthand the impact of large-scale violence in this region of Africa. The acclaimed film “Hotel Rwanda” was made about my experiences struggling against a genocide that killed more than 800,000. I know personally that stronger measures by the West are necessary to prevent continued bloodletting. 

That is why the Obama administration, the United Nations and the Commonwealth must insist that the Rwandan government cease its military involvement in Congo as a condition of receiving foreign aid and military assistance.

Paul Rusesabagina
San Antonio, Aug. 7, 2009

The writer, portrayed by Don Cheadle in “Hotel Rwanda,” was a hotel manager who sheltered both Hutu and Tutsi refugees. He is president of the Hotel Rwanda Rusesabagina Foundation in Chicago.
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