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Congo: Court Orders Release of Former Militia Leader 

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Judges at the International Criminal Court in The Hague ordered the release of Thomas Lubanga, a former Congolese militia leader, saying that he could not get a fair trial because prosecutors were withholding evidence in his case. The prosecution of Mr. Lubanga was suspended last month before the trial began after the prosecution refused to release documents it received from the United Nations that could help clear him. He is charged with conscripting and sending children under the age of 15 to fight during the militia violence in the Ituri region of Congo in 2002 and 2003. Prosecutors have five days to appeal. Mr. Lubanga will not be released before then and could remain in detention while an appeal is considered. 
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