Lubanga’s ICC trial postponed again
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The trial against the Congolese war criminal Thomas Lubanga at the ICC has been postponed again. The prosecutors had been given the chance to disclose evidence to the judges, but the information was deemed insufficient. The judges and suspect still do not have enough access to information that might lead to Lubanga's acquittal, the ICC Trial Chamber announced on Thursday. Lubanga (47) is suspected of recruiting and deploying child soldiers during Congo's ethnic conflicts in the Ituri region in 2002 and 2003.

Setbacks
The postponement is one of the many setbacks in the Lubanga trial.
The judges already postponed the case last June because crucial evidence that could have resulted in Lubanga's acquittal was not disclosed by the prosecutors. That led to the ordering of his release on 2 July. Most of the evidence in the Lubanga trial comes from the United Nations and can only be partly consulted, because it names witnesses and organisations that have testified against him. This, according to the court, has breached Lubanga's right to a fair trial.

Danger
But the UN fears that releasing the evidence might endanger the lives of witnesses in Congo and make peacekeepers' and aid agencies' work there more difficult and dangerous than ever. The UN say part of the documents must remain confidential to secure the safety of informants from Congo. 
In July, UN employees agreed to ease the conditions for inspection, but the judges say access to the information is still too limited to meet the fundamental conditions for a fair trial. "The suspect must be guaranteed that he has the documents important for his defence at his disposal," the court argued.

Bloody conflicts
Lubanga was handed over to the Hague court in 2006. He is charged with the recruitment and deployment of child soldiers during the brutal ethnic conflicts that took place in 2002 and 2003 in the Ituri region in the east of Congo. These conflicts killed an estimated 50,000 people and left hundreds of thousands homeless. 
Lubanga led the Union of Congolese Patriots (UPC), an ethnic Hema militia which was active in the region in 1999. The UPC was one of six militia groups that fought for control of the gold-rich Ituri region until 2003. 
Lubanga has denied the charges.

First ICC suspect
The former war lord is the first suspect to appear in the world's first permanent war crimes tribunal, the ICC, which was established in 2002 to try war crimes suspects. Apart from Lubanga, three other Congolese suspects are behind bars. Their trials haven't started yet either. The court is also investigating crimes in Sudan, Uganda and the Central African Republic. 

The Appeals Chamber will make a final decision on the appeal.
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