Democratic Republic of the Congo / Special adviser on the prevention of genocide

KINSHASA, Dem. Rep. of Congo (DRC) November 10, 2008/African Press Organization (APO)/ — Daily press briefing by the offices of the spokesperson for the UN secretary-general and the spokesperson for the general assembly president

 We have a statement by the Special Adviser of the Secretary-General on the Prevention of Genocide on the situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

 Within the context of his responsibilities, the Special Adviser has closely followed the situation in the eastern region of the Democratic Republic of Congo. Noting the tragic history of loss of life in the region over at least the past 15 years, including on the basis of ethnicity, the Special Adviser has been especially alarmed by the escalation of violence in the past few weeks.

 The Special Adviser notes that the intention to destroy an ethnic population group, in whole or in part, is a grave crime under international criminal law — one which the international community, including Member States in the region and beyond, has an obligation to prevent and to punish when it does occur. He emphasizes that the belligerents in eastern Congo must refrain from actions that might encourage genocide and that they, and any actors who provide material support, will be held accountable if they fail to do so.

 The Special Adviser welcomes the initiative launched in Nairobi to resolve the current crisis. He is also in contact with relevant authorities to indicate his own intention to visit the countries of the region as soon as possible to assess recent developments from the perspective of his mandate and to provide advice and support accordingly.

 SOURCE : United Nations © 2008 - Office of the Spokesperson of the Secretary-General  

