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Today marks 100 years since the Archbishop of Canterbury led the great Congo demonstration that met on the steps of the Royal Albert Hall to call for justice in the Congo Free State and condemn the "great wrong that has been done and is now being done" in the country, but the people of the Democratic Republic of Congo continue to suffer.

The conflict in eastern DRC has indirectly or directly caused the death of more than 5 million people over the past decade, and recent fighting has displaced almost a million. In just two eastern provinces at least 7,000 women and girls are reported to have been raped in this year alone. DRC today is a contrast of culture, energy and spirit, alongside horrific acts of violence against women, abuses against children, illegal exploitation of natural resources and blatant abuses of human rights. We are calling for action to end the conflict and address its underlying causes, to reform the Congolese army, and to help create the strong governance, development and accountability that are essential for long-term stability.

The conflict in the DRC continues to be a stain on the conscience of the world. Our joint campaign, Congo Now, will mark the 50th anniversary of independence in June 2010 with a month of events across the UK, Europe and America – and calls to the British public and government, and to people all over the world to unite to help the Congolese change the future of their country.
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