Letter: Conflict-Free Minerals
by Gary Shapiro in a letter to The New York Times
2 July 2010

To the Editor: 

In “Death by Gadget” (column, June 27), Nicholas D. Kristof paints a picture of continuing conflict in Congo that unfairly accuses the consumer electronics industry of complicity in this humanitarian crisis. Far from trying to hush up the issue, the technology industry has shown its willingness to move aggressively toward solutions. 

Mining activities that fuel conflict are unacceptable, and the technology industry is committed to doing its part to ensure transparency and responsible sourcing. Through industry groups like the Electronic Industry Citizenship Coalition and the Global eSustainability Initiative, the high-tech sector is working to ensure conflict-free sourcing of minerals, including the development of a smelter validation plan, support for pilot projects and due diligence guidelines for the mining sector. 

The Consumer Electronics Association, on behalf of its 2,000 member companies, has also supported legislation that would promote conflict-free sourcing. 

The problems arising from armed groups and lack of civil society in Congo are vast and complex. Rather than oversimplifying the issue and scapegoating specific industries, we need to address this issue through the combined efforts of the United States government, the European Union, the United Nations and the nongovernmental organization communities. The tech industry will continue to be an active part of that effort. 

Gary Shapiro
President and C.E.O.
Consumer Electronics Association
Arlington, Va., June 28, 2010 

A version of this letter appeared in print on July 3, 2010, on page A18 of the New York edition.

