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Ethiopian Troops Reportedly Commit War Crimes in Somalia

By M. Brandon Maggiore
Impunity Watch Senior Desk Officer, Africa  

MOGADISHU, Somalia – Human Rights Watch (HRW) has issued a report alleging that Ethiopian troops in Somalia have committed war crimes including gang rape, slitting people’s throats, and indiscriminate killings. The report says that all parties to the violence have committed war crimes, but it focused on Ethiopian troops and called on the international community to take action. 

The HRW report was based on testimony from 75 witnesses and NGO employees. The report was accompanied by a statement from Michelle Kagari, Amnesty's deputy director for Africa, which said the violence in Somalia is widespread and that neighborhoods are being destroyed.
Ethiopia, which has been supporting the Somalia government fight Islamist Militias, responded to the report calling it biased and wrong. Ethiopia also said a report that an Ethiopian soldier slit a young boy’s throat in front of his mother as “totally unfounded.”  
The HRW report included journalists' reports of intimidation and death threats, including a 22 year-old journalists whose neighbor was abducted. The journalist was told that he was supposed to be the one abducted and that his neighbor was taken by mistake. 
Journalists also stated that they do no longer know who supports human rights and they are unsure of whom to report the violence to. 
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