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1915 WITHIN ITS PRE- AND POST- PERIODS:
SYMPOSIUM ON DENIAL AND CONFRONTATION
PRELIMINARY FRAMEWORK
 

 The “Armenian Question”, which corresponds to the Turkification of wealth and to an incessant practice of denial and extermination of the non-muslim populations of Anatolia in the process of  Turkish  nation-building, during the whole period extending from the Ottoman Empire of late 19th century to Republican times, is essentially a historical, economic and political problem manifesting itself in the Armenian Genocide committed by the Committee of Union and Progress.
This problem which cannot be reduced to the question “What happened in 1915? ” has a history, after events and recent impacts which must be discussed thoroughly, and discussions should not be confined to dilemmas such as “Great Catastrophe or a Genocide?” nor reduced to absurdities such as demands on “documentation/proof of the Genocide”. It should be treated in its wholeness and historicity. For instance, one cannot talk about 1915 without looking for its antecedents in the Adana incidents of April 1909, nor isolate it from the reciprocal dynamics of nation-building both Turkish and Armenian...

In other words, the answer to the question of “What has happened?” which should be considered in its pre-, post- and actual phases is essentially the socialization of the ethical attitude  “We will not forget the history and will not allow it to be forgotten” , against the taboos and imposition of the official ideology…

The socialization of the confrontation with history is, on one hand the exposure of the taboos and the dilemmas of the Turkish Republican regime about the “Armenian Question”, and on the other, is the knowledge that 1915 has created the largest Diaspora in addition to being “The first genocide of the 20th century”... 

On this basis, the “Armenian Question” cannot be reduced to a violation of “human rights”. It is a social and historical problem; but is also a political problem which embraces as sine qua non of confronting with history, two conditions: apology and indemnification... 

Defining the problem as such concurs with the words of Theodor Adorno, telling that “We would have settled scores with the past only when the causes of the problems have been totally removed. That the captivating attraction of past still continues today is due to the fact that the aforementioned causes still continue to exist today” and those of Walter Benjamin which state “To reconstruct the past historically does not mean to recognize it ‘the way it really was’. It means to seize it as it flashes up in the moment of danger. The aim of historical materialism is to retain that image of the past which unexpectedly appears to the historical subject at the moment of danger.”  

Hence what is to be done is, to launch on the realization of this framework without surrendering to the passiveness of unrequited expectations...

Just like Hrant Dink, who had destroyed many taboos, tearing and ripping up the masks, making the repressed realities surface at the stake of his life...

 
TECHNICAL INFORMATION
 
Name of the Symposium: 1915 within its pre- and post-historical periods: Denial and Confrontation
 
Symposium’s Date/ Place: 25-26 April 2010 - Ankara
 
Symposium’s Attribution: Memory of Hrant Dink
 
Symposium’s Plan:  Two days, Four Sessions (one facilitator for each session)
 
Participants of the Symposium: Four speakers for each session (translator for “foreign” speakers.)
 
Time of Session(s): 20 minutes for speakers; additionally, questions will be accepted in writing.  
 
Title of Session(s): (In addition to the speeches, poster  bulletins will be accepted.)
I. Session: Armenian Issue from Historical Perspective
II. Session: Official Ideological Denial and Extirpation From The Committee of Union and Progress to Kemalism
III. Session: Turkification of Capital or What Happened to the Armenian Abandoned Properties?
IV. Session: “Armenian Issue”: What Is and How It is to be done?
 
Opening and Closing Remarks:  Closing Remarks will be presented by the rapporteur who will summarize the sessions.
 
PS.: The final draft of your paper should be submitted by April 1th in order to be able to translate the papers.

Contact: gercekinatcidir@gmail.com 
