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Press Release
December 9, 2008

Canadian Parliamentarian and Former Minister of Justice Irwin Cotler Releases Responsibility to Prevent Petition to Hold Ahmadinejad’s Iran to Account for Its Genocidal Incitement

Petition supported by a renowned group of jurists, scholars, law deans, genocide survivors and experts from around the world
Dec. 9, 2008 —On the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the Genocide Convention – often called the “Never Again” Convention – the Honourable Irwin Cotler, former Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada, today released The Danger of a Genocidal and Nuclear Iran: A Responsibility to Prevent Petition, calling upon the State Parties to the Genocide Convention, the United Nations Secretary-General and the international community to fulfill their obligation to prevent genocide and to hold Iran to account for its genocidal incitement. 
The Petition is supported by a renowned group of jurists, scholars, law deans, genocide survivors and experts from around the world, including former United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour and Nobel Peace Laureate Elie Wiesel.
The Petition, which documents – in unprecedented fashion – the critical mass of evidence regarding Iran’s state-sanctioned incitement to genocide represents a watershed development in the international effort to end the culture of hatred and impunity in President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s Iran.
Said Cotler: “the enduring lesson of the Holocaust and that of the genocides that followed is that they occurred not simply because of the machinery of death, but because of the state-sanctioned incitement to hatred. In all other cases of state-sanctioned incitement to genocide – the Holocaust, Rwanda, the Balkans, Darfur – the genocides have already occurred. Only with respect to Iran can we still act so as to prevent the genocide foretold from occurring.”
Citing the obligation in the Genocide Convention to take action to prevent genocide – recognized by the International Court of Justice – Cotler declared: “A failure to hold Iran and its leaders to account for the crimes they have committed is to acquiesce in their impunity and to undermine the Rule of Law and the “Never Again” Convention in the international community. 
“In particular, in the case of Iran, there is no justification for inaction. All the warning signs of genocide are present. The Supreme Leader of Iran, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, has made his intentions very clear, stating that ‘There is only one solution to the Middle East problem, namely the annihilation and destruction of the Jewish state,’ while President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has called for Israel to be ‘wiped off the map.’”
He added: “As one involved as Minister of Justice in Canada in the prosecution of Rwandan genocidal incitement, I can state that the aggregate of precursors of incitement in the Iranian case are more threatening than were those in the Rwandan one.”
The Petition specifically calls out Iran for insidiously fomented hatred for the State of Israel, for publicly inciting genocide and publicly repeating its desire to eliminate the State of Israel, for criminally supporting the murder of Israelis and Jews through terrorist groups with a genocidal ideology, for flouting international demands that it suspend a nuclear program intent on implementing a genocide, and for massively repressing the rights of its own citizens.
Cotler also noted that the present discussion of how to best approach the threat of Iran creates a false dichotomy between military and diplomatic solutions. “There is a third path, complementary to engagement,” he added, “and that is to hold Iran to account in the legal arena for its breaches of international law.

“The tangible legal remedies – set forth in detail in the Petition I have released – are not meant to supplant diplomatic engagement, but to render it more effective. Engagement does not mean acquiescence. We can build bridges while also utilizing the international justice system to hold Ahmadinejad’s Iran to account. In this way, engagement will not be stymied by Iranian impunity; it will be rendered effective through Iranian accountability.”
Cotler concluded: “The path to genocide has already been paved; the crime of genocidal incitement has already been committed. As members of the international community, we cannot allow this impunity to continue.”
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In Israel – For further information, please contact Howard Liebman  + 972 (0)54 2310027 or + 972 (0)544 335 399 
In Canada - For further information, please contact David Grossman at the Office of the Honourable Irwin Cotler, P.C., O.C., M.P., at  + 1 (613) 995-0121 or cotlei0@parl.gc.ca.
