Iran Executes 13 It Calls Sunni Rebels
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BEIRUT, Lebanon — Iranian authorities executed 13 members of a Sunni Muslim rebel group by hanging Tuesday morning in a prison in the southeastern Iranian city of Zahedan, the Iranian state news agency reported.

News of the executions came amid continued repercussions from Iran’s disputed presidential election last month. Widespread claims that the Iranian authorities have underplayed the number of protesters killed since the June 12 election received new support Tuesday from a human rights group outside the country.

Officials at three Tehran hospitals reported receiving the bodies of 34 protesters killed on June 20 alone, said Hadi Ghaemi, a spokesman for the International Campaign for Human Rights in Iran. The government has said that only 20 protesters have been killed in all since the election.

Although the government of President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has asserted itself forcefully and demonstrations have more or less ceased, the political rift opened by the election remains. On Tuesday, Resalat, a conservative newspaper that supports Mr. Ahmadinejad, published an editorial warning the president that intellectuals and much of the political elite lacked confidence in him. The editorial urged him to avoid hasty decisions and to include opposition politicians in his cabinet.

A top adviser to Mir Hussein Moussavi, the main challenger to Mr. Ahmadinejad in the election on June 12, said Tuesday that Mr. Moussavi would soon form a political front, the Iranian Labor News Agency reported. In addition, Mr. Moussavi and his wife, Zahra Rahnavard, on Tuesday evening visited the family of a 19-year-old man who was shot and killed during a demonstration three days after the election, Iranian Web sites reported.

In another sign of concern, the state news agency cited police officials as saying satellite dishes were illegal, and authorities have begun going from house to house confiscating the dishes. After the BBC’s Persian service and other satellite channels began broadcasting images of the violence and antigovernment protests last month, the authorities started jamming the signals and issued statements blaming the channels for the unrest.

The rebel group whose members were executed Tuesday, Jundallah, is considered a terrorist group by the Iranian government and is believed to have killed hundreds of Iranian soldiers and civilians. Iran has accused the United States of supporting Jundallah, which claims to be fighting on behalf of the Baluchi ethnic group in Iran and Pakistan. The group also plays on sectarian tensions in Iran, which is mostly Shiite.

Jundallah claimed responsibility for the bombing of a Shiite mosque in Zahedan on May 28 in which 25 people were killed. Two days later, Iran hanged three men accused of being involved.
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