April 13, 2008

Deal Reported on Dividing Kenya Cabinet Posts 

By JEFFREY GETTLEMAN
NAIROBI, Kenya — Kenya’s rival politicians have finally struck a deal on how to divvy up cabinet posts, ending a long-running deadlock that had threatened to plunge the country back into violence, a person close to the negotiations said Saturday night.

The person, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to divulge any details, said the cabinet positions would be announced at a ceremony on Sunday in Nairobi, the capital.

“It’s hardly perfect, but it’s a compromise,” the person said.

The compromise was a result of secret talks held all day Saturday between President Mwai Kibaki and the top opposition leader, Raila Odinga, the person close to the talks said.

The two have been bitterly at odds since a disputed election in December, in which Kenya’s election commission declared Mr. Kibaki, the incumbent, the winner. Mr. Odinga and several Western election observers said the government had rigged the vote.

Violence exploded across Kenya after the election; more than 1,000 people were killed and hundreds of thousands were displaced. Mr. Kibaki and Mr. Odinga are from different ethnic groups and much of the bloodshed flared along ethnic lines, threatening to destabilize what had once been one of Africa’s most stable and promising nations.

The two leaders were under enormous pressure from foreign governments, including Britain and the United States, and from Kenyans to join together in a national unity government. Mr. Kibaki and Mr. Odinga agreed to form such a government in February, but they had been haggling since on how to divide the cabinet and govern together. 

Mr. Odinga is now poised to become the prime minister.

The person close to the talks declined to reveal how the ministries were divided but said that the opposition was getting less than it wanted but more than it had been offered before.
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