Kenyan Police Tear Gas Protesters
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NAIROBI, Kenya -- Police tear gassed about 100 protesters who demonstrated in the capital Tuesday against plans to increase the number of Cabinet posts. 

The demonstrators argued that Kenyans, millions of whom scrape by on less than a dollar a day, couldn't afford to support more than 24 ministers. 

Kenya's two top leaders are still trying to work out how they will share power more than a month after they agreed to govern together to quell postelection violence. 

Members of President Mwai Kibaki's ruling party and the opposition led by Raila Odinga have been squabbling over Cabinet posts since the peace deal signed last month to end weeks of violence that left more than 1,000 people dead. 

The opposition has proposed expanding the current Cabinet of 17 to 34, while the government is pushing for 44. 

The protesters said Kenya cannot afford to pay civil servants needed to support Cabinet ministers, whose salaries are on par with their European colleagues. 

"The country is bleeding and we need more money for the reconstruction of the country. We can't afford 34 or 44 Cabinet ministers," said Kamanda Mucheke, an officer with the Kenya National Commission of Human Rights. 

Mucheke was tear gassed alongside Wangari Maathai, a Kenyan environmentalist who won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2004 for campaigns to promote conservation, women's rights and clean government. 

The protesters carried signs saying "no more than 24." 

A policeman who refused to give his name said the protesters had been gassed because they had not applied for permission to hold a demonstration. 

Hundreds of thousands of Kenyans are still homeless and living in tented camps after their houses were burnt down during the violence sparked when Kibaki, the incumbent, was declared winner of the presidential election by a thin margin. 

Initial results had showed Odinga had a wide lead and international and domestic observers heavily criticized the tallying process. The outcome sparked weeks of violence, much of it pitting ethnic groups against one another. 
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