Kenyans ‘satisfied’ with peace deal
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Optimism is sweeping across the country ahead of the naming of a new coalition Cabinet, a new study shows. Many Kenyans are positive that the peace deal between President Kibaki and ODM leader, Mr Raila Odinga, would hold.

According to the poll, 90 per cent of the respondents expressed confidence that the deal would lead to peace and only a paltry two per cent thought the accord was built on quick sand. A further eight per cent did not comment.

But the study also shows that an overwhelming majority of Kenyans abhor the violence that broke out after the disputed December 27 presidential elections.

Seventy per cent of those polled in the nationwide study said the violent skirmishes "stand out as the biggest disappointment to Kenyans" after the hotly contested elections.

According to the National Opinion Poll that gauged the mood of the country in the last three months, the bloody skirmishes and the displacement of people are two problems that deeply concerned Kenyans.

Consequently, an equal majority of Kenyans — more than 70 per cent — expressed satisfaction with the peace accord, which hauled the country out of a deadly post-poll impasse.

Findings of the study done by local pollster, Strategic Public Relations & Research Ltd, and which were released this month, showed that public confidence in the accord is high.

"Kenyans are optimistic that the peace deal will stand the test of time and restore the country back to its peaceful state," says the report, which was obtained by The Standard on Monday.

Kibaki and Raila signed the power-sharing deal to end the violence that erupted following the disputed presidential election.

The agreement, reached on February 28, provides that the two leaders share power after both sides claimed victory in the presidential election.

Under the deal, Raila is poised to become the prime minister, with powers to "coordinate and supervise Government function" and can only be dismissed by a motion of no confidence in Parliament.

In addition, Kibaki’s PNU and Raila’s ODM are to share Cabinet slots on a 50:50 basis. The two leaders are expected to meet today for discussions, which will pave way to the formation of a new Cabinet in a coalition Government.

However, skeptics of the peace deal gave varied reasons for their dissatisfaction. Forty per cent of the respondents were dissatisfied with the two centres of power, uncertainty (more than 20 per cent) and hypocrisy by leaders (10 per cent).

Those who had little confidence in the accord said they were apprehensive because the leaders would fight again (40 per cent) and that no two leaders can rule (25 per cent) at the same time.

As the dispute over who won the election raged on, international and local observers said tallying of the presidential votes was "deeply flawed" and hence it was unclear who won.

The standoff unleashed weeks of bloodshed, killing more than 1,000 people and uprooting more than 500,000 others from their homes.

In what became the country’s darkest period since independence, the election crisis harmed Kenya’s reputation as one of Africa’s most stable nations and damaged a booming economy anchored in tourism and regional trade.

It also unveiled simmering rifts over land and economic inequality that have been glossed over by successive regimes. With the country on the verge of a precipice, international pressure piled for a peaceful settlement and Annan began mediating the African Union-spearheaded peace talks on January 29.

The talks lasted a month and culminated with the landmark peace accord sealed at a ceremony carried live on local TV stations. The agreement served as a contract to pull Kenya back from the brink of more violence.

Discussions between negotiators for the two rivals had ground to an acrimonious halt earlier, prompting Annan to seek out the principals.

The sticking point had been what powers the prime minister should have and how Cabinet jobs should be divided.

According to the new poll that sought views from 2,507 respondents in the eight provinces, the violence and displacement that ensued ranked top among ten issues they said disappointed them in the last three months.

Apart from the violence that scored 70 per cent, the case of displaced people surprisingly scored less than 10 per cent on the scale of what had disappointed Kenyans most in the past three months.

The disputed election results, which sparked the bloodletting, followed by the poor economy and the incompetence of the Electoral Commission of Kenya followed in that order.

Of least concern to the populace was the perceived interference by the international community that piled pressure on the Government to reach out to the Opposition.

Asked why the confidence, almost half of the respondents — 47 per cent — said they believed the power-sharing agreement would make the former feuding parties work as a team.

Thirty five per cent said peace would prevail, while a paltry two per cent said the warring parties had confidence in the chief mediator. Indeed, the respondents said Annan should be honoured with a medal on a street should be named after him for his success.

An overwhelming majority of Kenyans, more than 60 per cent, threw their weight behind the proposed Truth Justice and Reconciliation Commission. Only 20 per cent or less of those polled resisted the move, while an additional 10 per cent had no idea whether it was a positive step or not.

Up to 67 per cent said the commission should investigate issues that date back to Independence — a clear verdict that Kenyans wanted historical injustices addressed.

Setting up the commission and the establishment of an Independent Review Committee to investigate allegations of electoral flaws were some of the recommendations reached by the Annan team.

To forestall crisis in future, a third of the respondents — 32 per cent — said the ECK should be independent and reformed.

Fourteen per cent of the respondents rooted for good planning and organisation of the Government, while, surprisingly, only nine per cent vouched for constitutional change.

Only a paltry one per cent thought an end to police brutality would check post-election conflict in future, while four per cent rooted for a strong coalition government.

According to the survey, the international community and NGOs were perceived to have played a positive role in the post-election conflict.

But the police were put on the crosshairs for allegations of excessive use of force to quell protests with almost half of the respondents (48 per cent) saying the police had a negative impact in the post-election crisis.
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