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NAIROBI, Kenya — Kofi Annan has had just about enough — or so it seems.

Mr. Annan, the former United Nations secretary general who is trying to broker a political peace treaty in Kenya, expressed rare public frustration on Monday, taking Kenya’s leaders to task for failing to compromise.

Mr. Annan has been locked in a hotel conference room in Nairobi, the capital, for much of the past month, trying to coax Kenya’s government and opposition leaders into sharing power after a disputed election in late December plunged the country into turmoil. And he said as recently as late last week that the two sides were close to a deal.

But his tone has changed.

“After four hours of intense negotiations this morning, the negotiating team made almost no progress toward reaching an agreement on governance, despite the fact that they were given the entire weekend to consult on their positions,” Mr. Annan said in a stiffly worded statement issued Monday night. “I had to conclude that they were not capable of resolving the outstanding issues.”

Aides close to Mr. Annan said he was running out of patience.

“If this foot-dragging continues, it’s unlikely he’ll stay,” said an aide who was not authorized to speak publicly.

The trouble started after the national election commission declared Mwai Kibaki, the incumbent, the winner of a presidential election over Raila Odinga, the top opposition leader, despite widespread evidence of vote rigging. The unrest that followed has killed more than 1,000 people and has threatened to ruin Kenya’s long-cherished reputation for stability in a turbulent region.

Mr. Odinga says that he won the election and has demanded that his party be given a meaningful role in the government. Mr. Kibaki has said that he will give opposition leaders some cabinet posts but that the Kenyan Constitution requires him to remain firmly in control.

The two sides have agreed on many major points, and last week the government said it would create a position of prime minister for Mr. Odinga, a key opposition demand. But the final details seem to be the stickiest, especially the question of how much power the prime minister would wield. It is not clear if the two sides are committed to a deal and are simply stonewalling to gain an advantage in the final negotiations, or if the power-sharing agreement is indeed in jeopardy.

On Monday, Mr. Annan suspended talks with the negotiators for Mr. Kibaki and Mr. Odinga and went to the two men directly.

Opposition leaders vowed Monday to hold nationwide protests if a compromise was not reached by Thursday. They notified the police of their plans, which frightened many Kenyans because previous protests have turned bloody, with dozens of people killed.

Warren Hoge contributed reporting from New York, and Kennedy Abwao from Nairobi.
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