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Kenya: South African Bows Out of Mediation 

By AP

Cyril Ramaphosa, a South African businessman who led the African National Congress’s negotiations to end apartheid in his country in the 1990s, withdrew as a mediator in crisis talks in Kenya after the government of President Mwai Kibaki said he would not be impartial because he had had business dealings with the top opposition leader, Raila Odinga. Mr. Ramaphosa denied that. He arrived in Nairobi on Friday to help Kofi Annan, the former United Nations secretary general, broker talks between Kenya’s opposing politicians. Talks continued without him. The sides pledged to help people return to their homes and to provide food and shelter for those displaced by the ethnic violence that broke out after with the Dec. 27 presidential election. The government also lifted a monthlong ban on live television broadcasts.
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