Draft accord: Liberia's interim government to stay two years
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Envoys to Liberia's peace talks are considering a two-year transitional government for the
warring country, ahead of any elections, according to a draft proposal obtained Thursday by The
Associated Press. The draft document also stipulates that the interim government will be headed
by a chairman, vice chairman, speaker and vice speaker, and that the main rebel groups and
government officials would be excluded from those key posts.

A 61-member legislature would be put in place with representatives from the rebel movements,
government, civic groups, political parties and Liberia's 15 counties. The peace talks are meant
to end three years of fighting between Liberia's government and two rebel groups and set the
framework for new elections, following Monday's resignation and departure of President Charles
Taylor. The former warlord - forced out by pressure from fellow West African leaders, the
United States and rebels - was blamed in 14 years of conflict that killed more than 100,000
people and left once-prosperous Liberia in ruins.

Mohammed Ibn Chambas, executive director the West African regional bloc spearheading the
talks, said he hoped for signing of a final accord on Saturday. Peace talks opened June 4, just
days before Liberia's main rebel group opened what would be 10 weeks of sieges against the
capital, Monrovia. Taylor ceded power to his vice president, Moses Blah. West African leaders
say Blah will yield to an interim government in mid-October.



