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Liberian Rebels Seize a Border Town 
By REUTERS 
 
 

MONROVIA, Liberia, Jan. 20 (Reuters) — Liberian rebels have seized a border town in 
an attack from Ivory Coast that has left at least one dead, the private radio station of the 
Liberian president, Charles Taylor, said today. 

Reports of the attack have added to the confusion in this war-battered corner of West 
Africa, where hundreds of Liberian fighters crossed into Ivory Coast late last year to join 
rebels trying to overthrow President Laurent Gbagbo. 

The radio station said rebels of Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy 
attacked the town of Beam in the southeastern part of the country on Sunday and were 
still in control. 

"The government will take appropriate measures to expel the terrorists," the radio said. 
"The Liberian government has described this as a blatant violation of its territorial 
integrity." 

Liberia has been at the heart of more than a dozen years of bloodshed that has left an 
estimated 250,000 dead in Liberia, Sierra Leone and Guinea, and now threatens to 
destroy Ivory Coast after a failed coup on Sept. 19. 

Mr. Taylor, a former warlord who started a rebellion from Ivory Coast in 1989, is under 
United Nations penalties for helping Sierra Leonean rebels in exchange for weapons. 
Liberia and Guinea accuse each other of backing rebel groups in their countries. 
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