Genocide trial of former Rwandan army officer begins
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The UN International Criminal Tribunal on Rwanda (ICTR) this week began one of its key trials. Former Lieutenant- Colonel Ephrem Setako is tried on six counts of genocide. The prosecution says Setako is one of the masterminds and executioners of the Rwandan genocide in 1994.
Allegations
Setako (59), arrested in Amsterdam in 2004, was a highly educated and privileged lawyer and soldier in Rwanda. He now stands accused of planning, instigating, ordering and participating in the killing of Tutsi civilians, and of distributing arms to members of the Rwandan armed forces, the presidential guard, the notorious Hutu paramilitary organisation Interahamwe and other groups engaged in the killings.
During their opening statement, the prosecutors said they would present 25 witnesses to testify that Setako was among the masterminds and executors of the genocide. Ojemeni Okali, one of the prosecutors, said Setako was at the time closely associated with other high-ranking military officers, businessmen, militia leaders and politicians in Juvénal Habyarimana's government.
Genocide
Rwanda has experienced Africa's worst genocide in modern times. It has been plagued by ethnic tension associated with the traditionally unequal relationship between the dominant Tutsi minority and the majority Hutus. Over 900,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus were killed during a 100-day period in 1994, often by machete or club. The machete-wielding militias were defeated by the Revolutionary Patriotic Front (RPF), which took power after the genocide.
Not guilty
Setako has pleaded not guilty. The ICTR prosecutes only those who bear the greatest responsibility for the war crimes in Rwanda. Many others have been or will be tried in Rwanda itself. 
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