Kansas: Accusations of Genocide
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Federal authorities have indicted an immigrant from Rwanda who is suspected of participating in that country’s 1994 genocide. An indictment charges the man, Lazare Kobagaya, with unlawfully obtaining American citizenship in 2006 and fraud and misuse of an alien registration card. The indictment also seeks to revoke Mr. Kobagaya’s American citizenship. It alleges that he lied during naturalization proceedings in Wichita by claiming he had lived in Burundi from 1993 to 1995. It contends he concealed that he had lived in Rwanda during the slaughter of 1994, participating in the attacks and killing of hundreds of Tutsi. Among other things, the government alleged that on April 15, 1994, at a marketplace called Birambo, Mr. Kobagaya directed a gathering of Hutu to burn houses belonging to the Tutsi.
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