Kenya, DRC top havens for Genocide fugitives
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The UN court trying Genocide criminals repeated its dismay with Kenya and DR Congo for doing too little to track and arrest suspects on their territories, RNA reports.

Both countries are where most of the dozen remaining fugitives are known to be residing, Chief Prosecutor Hassan Bubacar Jallow told the UN Security Council on Thursday evening.

He said the arrest of alleged Genocide financier Felicien Kabuga continued to be a top priority. The Tribunal has not managed to locate Mr. Kabuga - with reports last year suggesting he could be in Europe - a claim the Tribunal and Rwanda dismiss as aimed at disorganizing the search.

Gambian Justice Jallow said for several years, the Tribunal had been engaged in securing Kenya’s cooperation on Mr. Kabuga’s fate - leading to the freezing of his supposed assets there.

“Unfortunately, those efforts remained fruitless”, he told the Council. He wants more stringent measures taken against the Kenyan government.

With DRC, it is believed fugitives are taking advantage of the lawlessness in the east to elude arrest.

Fifteen years after the massacre, 13 fugitives remained at large, 4 of whom were earmarked for trial as high-level accused persons. Letting those indicted for the most serious crimes escape trial was not an acceptable option, Tribunal President Dennis Byron, said.

The officials reported that the delayed start of some trials required contingency planning for a possible spill-over into the first months of 2010. They requested the Council to approve mandate extensions for all but two currently serving Trial Judges until 31 December 2010 - past the set deadline for the court’s closure. 
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