Mugesera case paves way for more Rwanda deportations, prosecutor says
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The top prosecutor in Rwanda says the deportation of accused war criminal Léon Mugesera this week has paved the way for the extradition of another nine suspects from Canada to face charges in their home country.
Martin Ngoga said the RCMP and Rwandan government have established a “very good working relationship” in an ongoing investigation of suspects who sought refuge in Canada from prosecution at home for their role in the 1994 genocide.
“We have been working with the Canadian police on nine more cases and we seem to have a consensus that people involved in these cases were actually involved in the genocide,” he said.
“I intend to communicate to the Canadian authorities that they should start processing those nine suspects who they have investigated themselves.”
Ngoga said he could not identify the suspects, but called them “high-profile” cases.
“There is no reason why we should be rearranging to prosecute them in Canada — they should send them in the same way they sent Mugesera,” he said.
Canadian Immigration Minister Jason Kenney said this week the Conservative government is planning to “streamline” the deportation process, and used Mugesera’s 16-year Canadian court battle as an example of a broken system.
Top-ranking genocide suspects have traditionally been prosecuted by the UN International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, which was set up following the 100-day massacre in 1994 in which at least 800,000 Tutsis and Hutu moderates were killed. 
But the ad hoc body is on its last legs, and it says Rwanda’s justice system now has the capacity to try its own. On Jan. 16 it handed over Jean Uwinkindi to Rwandan prosecution — the first suspect the tribunal sent back to his national court. Ngoga said the UN body is preparing to send “about eight more” cases.
The European Court of Human Rights also agreed in October to extradite genocide suspect Sylvère Ahorugeze from Sweden to Rwanda.
Ngoga said these decisions should be enough to outweigh human rights arguments that genocide suspects are at risk of torture or unfair trial in Rwanda.
“You don’t have to convince each and every provincial judge in Europe or in Canada — we have precedence in the form of the decisions of these international bodies,” he said.
The executive secretary of Ibuka, an umbrella organization of genocide survivor groups in Rwanda, says more people have been approaching him, looking to testify against Mugesera in his pending trial.
“Witnesses are ready. They don’t even need to be mobilized,” Janvier Folongo said Tuesday, shortly after Mugesera arrived at Kigali International Airport.
More than 50 people camped out to witness Mugesera’s arrival on Tuesday. Many cried out excitedly “There he is!” as they watched him being passed from Canadian to Rwandan officials, handcuffed and taken away.
Since 2005, Rwanda has tried more than 1.2 million genocide-related cases in its community-based gacaca courts. The courts have been hailed for their expediency and their inclusiveness of local communities, but also accused of violating suspects’ right to a fair trial and being subject to political influence, Human Rights Watch said in its 2011 report on Rwanda.
Rwandan officials believe at least four other men accused of crimes related to the 1994 genocide have spent time hiding in Canada: former politicians Pierre Celestin Halindintwali, Evariste Bicamumpaka and Gaspard Ruhumuriza, and Vincent Ndamage, a mason accused of being a militia leader. Their current whereabouts are unknown.
Rwandan officials said in 2007 that arrest warrants and extradition requests for the accused men — as well as Mugesera — had been sent through Interpol and “diplomatic channels.”
Ruhumuriza, 58, was at one time rumoured to be in Toronto, but is now believed to be living in Switzerland, according to reports. He is listed on Interpol’s website as wanted for genocide and war crimes.
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