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Arusha, December 27, 2011 (FH) - The International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) handed down ten judgments in 2011, both at the lower and appeals level involving 21 individuals, including the only woman indicted at the ICTR, Pauline Nyiramasuhuko and the Tribunal's prominent detainee, Colonel Theoneste Bagosora. 
Lower court's judgments 
March 29: Former Rwandan high senior official Jean-Baptiste Gatete is sentenced to life imprisonment for genocide and extermination, as a crime against humanity. The case is on appeal. 
May 17 : Army Chief of Staff, General Augustin Bizimungu and Gendarmerie Chief of Staff, General Augustin Ndindiliyimana are convicted of genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes. Bizimungu is sentenced to 30 years in jail while Ndindiliyimana is condemned to the time spent in detention since 2000. He is immediately released. Ex-Commander of the Reconnaissance Battalion, Major Francois-Xavier Nzuwonemeye and Captain Innocent Sagahutu, are ordered to remain behind bars for 20 years each for crime against humanity and war crimes. Both prosecution and defence have appealed. 
June 24 : Judgement is handed down in Butare Trial, a case involving six people, including former Minister for Family and Women Affairs, Pauline Nyiramasuhuko and her son, Arsene Shalom Ntahobali. The two are sentenced to life imprisonment for genocide, crimes against humanity (extermination, rape and persecution) and war crimes. Other convicted for their role in the 1994 genocide are Eli Ndayambaje, jailed for life, Alphonse Nteziryayo, sentenced to 30 years in prison, Sylvain Nsabimana (25 years) and Joseph Kanyabashi  (35 years). The convicts are waiting for the appeal hearing. 
September 30: Judgment is rendered in the joint trial involving four former Rwandan ministers in the interim government. The Tribunal acquits two ministers, Casimir Bizimungu (Health) and Jérome Bicamumpaka (Foreign Affairs). Justin Mugenzi(Commerce) and Prosper Mugiraneza (Civil Service) are sentenced to 30 years in jail each for conspiracy and direct incitement to commit genocide. The convicts have appealed against the judgment. 
November 17: the Tribunal delivers another judgment in the case of former Rwandan Mayor, Gregoire Ndahimana. He is convicted of genocide and extermination as crime against humanity and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment. He has filed an appeal. 
December 21 : ICTR hands down its last judgment for 2011 by sentencing to  life imprisonment two former top Rwandan politicians, Matthieu Ngirumpatse and Edouard Karemera, for their role in the implementation of the 1994 genocide. Ngirumpatse and Karemera, who were respectively President and Vice-President of the former ruling party MRND are held responsible as senior officials for crimes committed by members of their party, notably its Interahamwe youth wing. They are convicted of genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes. 
Appeal judgments 
April 1st : ICTR Appeals Chamber confirms a 15-year imprisonment sentence imposed on former Rwandan military officer, Lieutenant-Colonel Tharcisse Muvunyi. Muvunyi, who was based at the Non-Commissioned Officers School (ESO), was convicted of direct and public incitement to commit genocide for giving a speech  in South Rwanda. 
September 28 : Appeals Chamber confirms the lower court's conviction and 25-year prison sentence for ex-Rwandan military officer Lieutenant Colonel Ephrem Setako for genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes. 
December 14 : Appeals Chamber reduces to 35 years the life imprisonment sentence imposed on the Tribunal's most prominent detainee, Colonel Théoneste Bagosora, for genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes. In the same judgment, the Chamber also reduces the sentence imposed on Lieutenant Colonel Anatole Nsengiyumva to 15 years. Considering the time he spent in detention since his arrest, the Chamber orders his immediate release from prison. 
Other important events at ICTR 
May 25 : Alleged Rwandan Interahamwe militia leader Bernard Munyagishari is arrested on May 25 in North Kivu in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and transferred to the Tribunal's head office  in Arusha, Tanzania on June 14, 2011. He pleaded not guilty to genocide and crimes against humanity in his initial appearance before the UN court on June 20, 2011. 
December 1st : Genocide-convict Michel Bagaragaza is released from his Swedish jail after having served two-third of an eight year sentence handed down by the ICTR for complicity to commit genocide. Bagaragaza was the former head of Rwandan Tea Authority. 
December 16 :  Appeals Chamber confirms a decision allowing genocide suspect Pastor Jean Uwinkindi to be transferred to Rwanda for trial. In a ruling on December 16, 2011 the court dismissed Uwinkindi's appeal against a June 28 decision of the lower court, which granted the Prosecutor's request for the transfer. Pastor Uwinkindi was arrested in Uganda on June 30, 2010 and transferred to the Tribunal's city in Arusha Tanzania on July 2, 2010. 
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