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UNAMID has never been much, or had much chance to be the force required
in Darfur, given the capitulation by the intl community in negotiating
its terms of deployment.  Even so, it is thoroughly shocking that a UN
peacekeeping force is prepared to evacuate a town in order to make way
for a massive assault that will claim many civilian lives---and make it
less likely that humanitarians will return to assist surviving
civilians, whatever the outcome of the battle between JEM and Khartoum’s
regular forces.  The situation in Muhajeria has been developing in slow
motion for weeks, with the present crisis always the inevitable outcome
without effective action by both the UN and the AU, as well as UNAMID
leadership.  This is in effect a willed humiliation of UN peacekeeping,
which will have much broader implications.

UNAMID had very little credibility with Darfuris or the rebel groups
before the events at Muhajeria; if they abandon the town to destruction
by Khartoum’s forces, they will have none.  Most dangerously, the
precedent will have been set for the forcible clearing of the camps. 
This is a moment that requires real moral courage on the part of Ban
Ki-moon (extremely unlikely) and the African Union Commission (actually
going in the wrong direction).  Strong statements, laying out clear
consequences, could usefully come from Western democracies, but having
waited so long, they will inevitably be too late.

Shameful.
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