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DAKAR, Senegal — The Sudanese government released one of its most vociferous critics on Monday, a possible attempt to shore up domestic support now that the nation’s president is wanted internationally on war crimes charges. 

The government offered no explanation for its decision to release the opposition critic, Hassan al-Turabi, an Islamist leader, only two months after his arrest. Mr. Turabi led the country’s hard-line government for years alongside the president, Omar Hassan al-Bashir, but later broke with his protégé. 

Analysts said Mr. Turabi’s release was probably aimed at resolving some of the nation’s internal political divisions given the threat of arrest facing Mr. Bashir. Last week, the International Criminal Court issued a warrant for Mr. Bashir’s arrest on charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity related to the conflict in Darfur, in which hundreds of thousands of people have died from violence, hunger and disease since 2003. 

Still, the decision to release Mr. Turabi came as a surprise because he was initially arrested after he spoke out in favor of the court, suggesting publicly that Mr. Bashir turn himself over for prosecution. His political party has long had links to the strongest rebel group fighting in Darfur, the Islamist Justice and Equality Movement. 

Speaking to a throng of supporters who gathered outside his home in a suburb of the Sudanese capital, Khartoum, Mr. Turabi reiterated his call for Mr. Bashir to submit to international justice. 

“We must accept all international policies, especially if they address justice,” he said. 

Mr. Turabi also criticized the Sudanese government’s decision to expel aid agencies after the warrant was issued, telling reporters that it was a mistake probably carried out in anger. 

Verbose and flamboyant, Mr. Turabi has been a leading Islamist in Sudan for decades. He was a key figure in the government that came to power in a coup in 1989, with Mr. Bashir at its head, and was among the leaders who invited Osama bin Laden and other radical jihadist groups to take up residence in Sudan in the 1990s. 

But a rivalry grew, and in 1999 Mr. Bashir stripped Mr. Turabi of his positions as speaker of Parliament and leader of the governing party. Mr. Turabi, an Islamic scholar, has emerged as one of Mr. Bashir’s harshest critics. 

Since the court issued its warrant, Mr. Bashir has been trying to rally the country around him, characterizing the efforts of the Hague-based court as a neocolonial plot to undermine Sudan’s sovereignty. 

Most of the country’s political parties have put aside their differences with Mr. Bashir, partly out of fear that the warrant could undermine the fragile peace agreement between North and South Sudan. The agreement was signed in 2005, creating a government of national unity and ending one of Africa’s longest and deadliest wars.
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