Sudan’s President Makes Trip Abroad 
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In a snub of the International Criminal Court, President Omar Hassan al-Bashir of Sudan traveled on Monday to Eritrea, barely three weeks after the court issued a warrant for his arrest on war crimes charges for atrocities committed in Darfur.

It was Mr. Bashir’s first trip abroad since the court issued its warrant, and it seemed to come as something of a surprise to people in the region. The trip had not been announced in Sudan, and foreign news agencies said that even those close to the Sudanese government had not been apprised of Mr. Bashir’s plans.

Leaving the confines of Sudan could place Mr. Bashir at greater risk of being arrested. The criminal court charged him with war crimes and crimes against humanity for playing what it called an essential role in the murder, rape and displacement of vast numbers of civilians in Darfur. 

More than 2.5 million Darfur residents have been chased from their homes and as many as 300,000 have died in a conflict pitting the Arab-dominated government against non-Arab rebels.

Mr. Bashir’s trip “is an indication that we will never be blackmailed by the I.C.C. verdict; it will not put us in a corner,” said Abdalmahmood Abdalhaleem, Sudan’s permanent representative to the United Nations. He denied that the trip was a surprise and said, “His international schedule of visits will go on unchanged.”

Under the court’s guidelines, the court’s 108 member states are obligated to arrest Mr. Bashir if he sets foot on their soil. And on the day it issued its warrant, the court called for all countries to arrest him if given the chance. 

Mr. Bashir has scheduled another foreign excursion, a trip next Monday to Qatar for an Arab League summit meeting. Sudan has vowed Mr. Bashir will attend, but last week a senior panel of Sudanese religious scholars gave him a possible out by suggesting he not go. 

Neil MacFarquhar contributed reporting from the United Nations.
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