World Briefing | Africa

Zimbabwe: Opposition Party Isn’t Ready to Commit to Runoff 
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The opposition party, the Movement for Democratic Change, will not say whether its candidate, Morgan Tsvangirai, will take part in a presidential runoff election until the authorities announce the date for the runoff, said a party spokesman, George Sibotshiwe. The official results, released Friday, showed that Mr. Tsvangirai had received more votes than President Robert Mugabe, but did not win by an outright majority. The runoff is supposed to be held within three weeks, but Mr. Mugabe can postpone the date by decree, buying more time for the repression of opposition supporters in areas that used to be his party’s unquestioned strongholds, political analysts said. The opposition says the governing party, ZANU-PF, stole its presidential victory and has pursued a campaign of terror against its workers. 
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