"Widespread, systematic" rape documented in Robert Mugabe's Zimbabwe 
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Peter Paul

JOHANNESBURG, South Africa --

HIV/AIDS advocacy group Aids-Free World on Thursday released a report accusing Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe’s ZANU-PF party of “widespread, systematic rape” during the 2008 Zimbabwe elections.

Mugabe was outpolled by his bitter rival, Movement for Democratic Change [MDC] leader Morgan Tsvangirai and lost his parliamentary majority for the first time since independence in 1980.

The purpose of the rape, the report says, was to “terrorize the political opposition.”

The 64 page report is based on over 300 hours of extensive interviews with 72 rape victims. The report documented 380 rapes perpetrated by 241 ZANU-PF supporters.

Aids-Free World said that “every victim supported the MDC.”

The organization said that in the days following the June 2008 elections, they received a call from a Harare-based organization working on behalf of women and girls informing them that hundreds, maybe thousands of woman may have been raped during the elections.

Harare is the capital of Zimbabwe.

The investigation that followed revealed the horrific experiences that victims went through.

Following are some highlights from Thursday’s report:

Aids-Free World made six trips to the region and obtained 70 sworn affidavits from survivors who described brutal beatings, abduction, gang rape, and torture.

Each rape victim was either a member of the MDC or related to a member of the MDC.

Victim ranged in age from 5-year-old girls to elderly grandmothers.

In “many instances,” five or more men committed the rapes together.

Most of the suspects were identified as “war vets” from Zimbabwe’s Central Intelligence Organization [CIO].

Nine women believe they have been infected with HIV/Aids. An additional 17 women tested positive for HIV/Aids following the rapes, which raised the possibility that their rapists infected them. About 15% of Zimbabwean adults are HIV positive.

Ten women reported becoming pregnant by their rapists.

Rape cases that were documented in the report began in 2007 but surged in 2008 [64%], specifically during the March election and the June presidential runoff vote.

The 2008 rapes were strikingly similar to reports earlier in the decade -- the same language and perpetrators. MDC supporters were “sell outs” and “Tsvangirai‘s whores,” the perpetrators said as they committed their heinous acts.

Zimbabwe’s next election campaign is just around the corner and “ZANU-PF is already gearing up for its next violent campaign,” the report said.
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